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Sir : 

In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in ful- 
fillment of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, the accom- 
panying documents, copies of which are attached to this state- 
ment, are made of record on the enclosed sheet. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of these 
items is that these references were cited by the Japanese Pat- 
ent Office in the corresponding Japanese Application Serial 
No. 2000-385583, filed December 19,2000. A copy of the 
Japanese Official Action in which they were cited is attached 
hereto, with what is believed to be the pertinent portion en- 
closed in a wavy line. An English translation of the enclosed 
portion is also attached hereto. 

Under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97(e), the under- 
signed hereby certifies that each item of information con- 
tained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 



S.N. 10/014,379 



counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Statement. 

Respectfully submitted, 



YOUNG & THOMPSON 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 17,355 
745 South 23rd Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone: 703/521-2297 
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SATO-U.S. Pat. Appl. 10/014,37 9 
Ref. 01USFP713-M.O. 

The invention relating to the following claims of the 
present application could easily have been invented prior 
to the present application by a person of ordinary skill in 
the field of technology pertaining to the invention, based 
on the invention described in the following publications, 
which have been in circulation in Japan or abroad prior to 
the present application. Therefore, in accordance with 
Patent Law Article 2 9 Section 2, a patent may not be 
granted . 

Record (See the Reference Citation List to obtain the 

citation) 

Claim 1 
Citation 1 

Remarks : 

In Citation 1, nothing in particular is stated concerning a 
detection signal of partial rounding for shifting out and 
providing notice of the detection results. However, with 
Citation 1 (particular reference is made to lines 6-18 of 
the upper left column of p. 3), with the left shift circuit 
11, a selector is operated corresponding to bits which 
manifest the amount of shifting, and since the shifted out 
bits are supplied to the logic sum circuit 14, regarding 
the question of which sector is operated, since the sector 
which is produced by shifting out is manifest, attaching a 
circuit which provides notification of the occurrence of 
shifting out is something which could be easily conceived 
by one skilled in the Art. In addition, with Citation 1, 
the output from each sector is not accomplished through 
another sector. 

At the present time, no grounds for rejection have been 
found with respect to the invention relating to claims 
other than those specified within the written Notice of 
Grounds for Rejection. In the event that further reasons 
for rejection are discovered in the future, you will be 
notified of such reasons. 

Reference Citation List 
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